
Time to Sh9ne
Sparkle in Science



Overview

• Using the advance information in the optimal manner
• Using mark schemes and examiners reports effectively
• Keeping a revision timetable
• Understanding command words
• How to complete 6 mark questions and multi-step 

calculations
• Some more key advice



ADVANCE INFORMATION, 
MARK SCHEMES AND 
EXAMINERS REPORTS

• This can be used to 
prioritise your revision for 
this year’s exams.

• Use mark schemes in 
conjunction with past paper 
questions



CREATE A 
REVISION 

TIMETABLE



EXAMINER’S 
REPORTS

• A sample of the comments 
made by examiners 
following physics exams is 
shown

• These can be useful to 
identify mistakes and 
misconceptions and make 
sure you don’t make the 
same common mistakes.



COMMAND 
WORDS

• Make sure you apply 
command words to all parts 
of the question

• Ensure you know what the 
command words mean.

• Marks can easily be lost by 
ignoring the command word



LONG ANSWER 
QUESTIONS

• Worth up to 6 marks.
•

• These are usually levelled answers 
– in order to score top marks it is 
important to answer in a clear, 
logical and detailed manner.

• Unit conversions

• Multi-step calculations

• these are often worth 5 or 6 marks

• Require the use of 2 or even 3 
equations



How to answer 6-mark questions

1. Identify the command word; this tells you what the examiners are looking for. 
This is often describe, explain or evaluate. 

2. Go back over the question and use highlighter pens or underline to pick out 
key bits of information. 

3. Briefly, plan the structure of your question. 

4. Write your answer. Make a point, then explain your point. Use data if it is given. 

5. Check if your answer fully answers the question, and make sure it is balanced 
and covers all the points needed in the question. 

6. Check your spelling, punctuation and grammar



GOOD LUCK!

Read, underline, check.  

Identifying 
relevant/irrelevant 

information.

1
Be aware of mark 

allocation. 
For one mark questions, a 

single word or a few words 
is often adequate.

2
Time management. 

Keep an eye on the clock.

3
Follow question 

instructions carefully
and

Show your working
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